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LECTURES ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF BOOK HISTORY & THE PROVINCIAL BOOK-TRADE - PARTICULARLY IN CUMBRIA; & OTHER TOPICS.
Requirements: Computer/Powerpoint projector , + screen.

Fee: by Arrangement, but normally in the £40 bracket (possibly + travelling costs)

ANTHONY SOULBY CHAPBOOK PRINTER OF PENRITH.
An account of the career of a Penrith printer in the late 18th and early 19th century, paying particularly attention to his role as one of the North of England largest chapbook printers.

The Book Trade in 18th & early 19th Century Cumbria.

An overview of printing and bookselling in the county, covering the earliest booksellers, Thomas Cotton’s introduction of printing into Kendal in 1730, and the development of the book trade throughout the county. With due attention (where possible) given to the location in which I am speaking.

The Cumbrian Chapbook ‘Industry’.

An examination of one of the most important methods of printing & distributing literature to children and the ‘lower orders’ from c.1760 to c.1840. An overview of the types of chapbook produced in Cumbria, the men & women who printed, and the Chapmen, Hawkers & Ballad-Sellers who sold them at fairs and markets, and from door to door in isolated villages throughout Cumbria.

John Ware Printer, Bookseller & Newspaper Publisher of Whitehaven: A year from his daybooks 1799-1800.

A study of Cumbria’s most important bookseller & printer in the last decade of the 18th century. Drawing largely on his day-books.) this paper examines a year in the business life of John Ware (founder of the Cumberland Pacquet & printer of the Manx Bible), the books and stationery goods he sold, what he printed and who for, and - in passing - looks at some aspects of society & life in contemporary Whitehaven.
John Atkinson’s ‘lottery’ book of 1809: or, John Locke’s theory of education comes to Workington.
A chance find in a second hand bookshop lead to an enquiry in the use of pins and graphic images as a means of teaching children to read. The same ‘methodology’ was also applied to inculcating good behaviour, fortune telling, or used just as a simple way of amusing children in the 17th 18th & 19th  centuries. The game of ‘Lottery’: engraved sheets of small pictures, nursery rhymes, and the publications of John Newbery (of ‘Little Goody Two-Shoes’ fame) are gathered together into a narrative of a little-known aspect of childhood and print history.
Book availability and the book trade in 18th century Whitehaven.

A survey of books in this important northern port, from the establishment of Lowther’s library at Flatt in the 1690s to the birth of the Cumberland Pacquet in 1774. The range of texts chosen for publication by the local printer–booksellers will also be discussed.

The Cumbrian Chapman AND HIS WARES.
An account, based on inventories, court cases and other primary evidence, of the chapmen, pedlars & hawkers who served the small village and outlying settlements of Cumbria from the 17th to the early 19th century.

Richard Moore, Orphan of Appleby, Stationer of London and the 1632 ‘Book of Martyrs.’

An account of the career of an early seventeenth-century bookseller and publisher, which traces his career from his early Westmerian origins to his part in the publication of the 1632 edition of Foxe’s ‘Book of Martyrs. The London and provincial book trade of the period is examined, and the careers of other Cumbrians, bound to the trade at Stationers’ Hall, is also discussed.

Bookinding in Cumbria.

This talk examines the craft of bookbinding in Cumbria up to about 1850. After a brief history of the craft, this talk draws on primary evidence of early binders, and bindings executed by or attributed to Cumbrian bookbinders; both the artistic and technical aspects of the volumes are discussed. The bindings shown include examples of provincial publishers’ ‘edition binding’ (pre-1800), the use of damasked marble, and paste paper in Carlisle bindings, printed boards and spines on Wigton interim bindings and ‘fine’ bespoke binding from the shop of John Soulby in Ulverston. Some notice is made of recent Design Binding by Cumbrian bookbinders.
SNECK BITTED OR TWICE RITTED. A history of the shepherds’ guides (smit books) of Cumbria. With some account of the historic importance of sheep on the economic and social life of the lake counties.

The placing of ownership marks on animals dates back to pre-historic times, but it was not until the early Nineteenth century that a systematic method of recording them was ‘invented’ by a yeoman farmer of Martindale. This illustrated talk discusses the method he adopted to illustrate the fleece, ear and horn marks of the flocks of sheep in part of Cumbria and traces the great number of revised and updated editions of his ‘Shepherds Guide’ that have appeared for both the Lake District and the Pennines and Yorkshire Dales. The method has, to a degree, also been adopted in parts of Wales and Scotland. In looking at these fascinating books - which are also ‘the ideal bedside book for insomniacs’ - we can learn a great deal about the largest population group in Cumbria: its sheep.
A PICTURESQUE TOUR OF THE ENGLISH LAKES
A genteel tour through the parts of the Lake District seen as needful to be visited  in the 18th and 19th centuries, illustrated from contemporary engravings and paintings, and quoting extensively from early travellers’ writings.

BOOKS IN MY LIFE

Light-hearted recollections of a professional antiquarian bookseller, book historian and part-time bookbinder, and – of course – a book-collector. This talk traces the influences of graphic design in my life, interesting books I have handled, bindings I have executed and other , more or less related, matters. Described by a senior officer of the Society of Bookbinders as ‘part scholarship, part biography; and part rant.’

Fyve scoer yowsses & ij old botles.

Some interesting aspects of life in and around the county town of Westmorland during the reign of Elizabeth I. An attempt is made to discover the lives, work and goods owned by men and women across a range of social classes using information drawn from an analysis of over 200 probate inventories of goods and chattels from the period.

SIGNS & STREET ART
We take signs and other forms of street art rather for granted. Yet they can inform, entertain and occasionally amuse the viewer. This talk traces such images as street directions from Pompeii, via Venice to South Wales, war memorials, and shop fronts. Also included are examples of gable-end paintings from towns and villages in France and the UK.
DECORATED PAPER
There are several main methods of decorating paper: block-printed and dominotier, Dutch-gilt, marbled, damasked, or paste-painted. Illustrated largely from examples in my own collection, this talk traces their history and use from 11th century Japan, through 15th century Turkey to the modern day while discussing their use in box-making and bookbinding or simply as decoration.

TACKLEY TO TASMANIA: PAUPER EMIGRATION FROM AN OXFORDSHIRE VILLAGE AND THE WRECK OF THE CATARAQUI, 1845.
An account of a large group of unemployed labourers from a village in north Oxfordshire who were ‘encouraged’ to emigrate to Australia in the 1840s. Their subsequent death in Australia’s greatest civilian maritime disaster is recounted from survivor’s first-hand accounts.

